Infant lung function, bronchial responsiveness and the development of asthma.
Infants who wheeze are likely to have narrowed or overly compliant airways rather than atopy. After around 3 years of age, airway responsiveness and atopy are associated with the development of wheeze and the diagnosis of asthma. Anti- or proinflammatory genes are likely to be responsible for at least part of the predisposition to wheeze seen in older children, but further studies are needed to clarify this situation.